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Welcome to the Dr. Bobbie Bailey School of Music 
at Kennesaw State University 
We offer a world class undergraduate education…training future 
performers, music educators, and leaders in the field of music. 
More than 285 majors and minors pursue degrees in performance, 
music education, composition, applied studies, theory, musicology, 
and ethnomusicology. Our programs and students stand out as the 
forerunners for the next generation of inspired musical scholars.
 
We pride ourselves on our students’ accomplishments from 
successfully acing their first theory exams, perfecting their collective 
sounds in performances, to signing contracts for their first real jobs!
 
KSU Bailey School of Music has a long-standing tradition of 
student ensemble performances at state, regional, and national 
music conferences. Our student ensembles are regularly featured 
at prestigious conferences throughout the country, including the 
Georgia Music Educators, National Collegiate Choral Organization, 
National Band Association, Southern Division College Band 
Directors National Association, and the American Choral Directors 
Association Southern Division and National Conferences.
 
Our faculty are dynamic artists-performers-scholars who are 
conductors, teachers, composers, researchers, and artists who 
regularly perform with the Georgia Symphony Orchestra, Atlanta 
Opera, Atlanta Chamber Players, and the Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra, to highlight just a few. KSU Bailey School of Music is a 
leader in music training regionally, nationally, and internationally.
 
Start your journey … where talent is cultivated, creativity is nurtured, 
performers are inspired, and where passion is heard.
 
Leslie J. Blackwell, DMA 




Ray Wetzel, arr. Frank Comstock
Ev’ry Time We Say Goodbye 
Cole Porter, arr. Lennie Niehaus
I Could Write A Book 




Matt Dennis & Nancy Wilson, arr. Earl Brent 
Opus In Chartreuse 
Gene Roland
All Or Nothing At All 
Jack Lawrence, arr. Jerry Nowak
Opus In Turquoise 
Gene Roland
Out Of Nowhere 




























A native of Conyers, Ga., Sam Skelton has been active in the Atlanta music 
scene for well over three decades. Mr. Skelton graduated summa cum laude 
from Georgia State University (GSU) with a degree in jazz studies. During his 
course of study at GSU, Sam was a Montgomery Music Scholar and a two-time 
fellowship recipient to the Aspen Music Festival. He continued his saxophone 
studies with Kenneth Radnofsky at Boston University in 1991, focusing on 
classical saxophone and music education. Other teachers include David and 
James “Dub” Hudson and Jeff Benedict.
Sam is currently Director of Jazz Studies and Senior Lecturer in Saxophone at 
Kennesaw State University. He is also Artistic Director of GSO Jazz and GYSO 
Jazz. Sam served as Professor of Saxophone at Georgia State University from 
1991 to 2004, Jazz Ensemble Director at Georgia Tech from 2002-2004, and 
Artist-in-Residence at the University of Georgia Jazz Department. He also 
served as Visiting Professor of Saxophone at Furman University 2001-2002.
Professional associations include: The Jazz Educators Network, Georgia 
Music Educators Association, Georgia Association of Jazz Educators, National 
Academy of Recording Arts & Sciences (voting member) and the American 
Federation of Musicians. For his contributions to the city’s cultural life, Atlanta 
Public Broadcasting named him a “Lexus Leader in the Arts” in 2003. Sam is 
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